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i “ Are you ipuesied by the yanenn of courses being 
_ Offered in the secondary school your son or daugh- 
__ ter attends? Do you wonder what courses like Family 
_ Studies or Informatics are all about, and what 
_ earning credits really means? _ 
_. High school education is different from the way it 
Nisa used to be—so different that many parents, like 
_- yourself, may wonder whether their youngsters are 
ae earls the right things—or learning enough. 
~ You needn’t worry. Our secondary schools are still 
uy ‘teaching all the basic skills that young people 
require. Subjects like English, History, Science, and 
__ Mathematics are still being offered in every high 


~ school in Ontario. But the new courses that are avail- 


able to today's students are also important. 

__ Why? Consider this question. Could the high 
school education we received adequately prepare 
our sons and daughters 1 for tomorrow's world? 

'. The kind of education we received may have been 
ine for the times. But times change; the world 


_ changes. Many of today’s students will be working at 
_ jobs that didn’t even exist when you and | went to 
_ high school. And because modern technology and 


- communications have made the world so much 
smaller, they'll be exposed to people and situations 
_ that we seldom, if ever, had to face. | 
__ That’s one reason for the changes that have taken 
ee place i in our secondary schools during the past few 
_ years, and why the requirements for earning a 

_ diploma are different as well. The new system is more 


_ flexible. It allows students to choose from a greater 


_ variety of courses than,ever before, and to learn 
things they’ll need to know in order to live and work 
ie ‘successfully in tomorrow’s world. Their world. 

_ There’s another important reason for the changes. 
Wed No two people are exactly alike. We don’t all learn in 


- the same way or at the same speed. The old system 


__ didn’t always take this into account. When you and | 
went to high school many students failed a grade 

_ because they couldn’t pass one subject, even 
A prea their work in other subjects was acceptable. 
| The new eystem is peeling to ake all that. 


if Hew does it work? 

_ The credit system allows students to study at their 

_ own speed and to choose subjects that will best 

_ prepare them for the kind of life and career they want 
to follow when they graduate. | 

__ In today’s secondary schools, each course that a 

ty student takes is worth a certain number of points, or 


Neca 


credits. A full credit is given for most courses, but 
some may be valued at more or less than one credit, 
depending on the amount of work they represent. 

When a student has successfully completed — 
courses that are worth a minimum of 27 credits, he or 
she will receive a Secondary School Graduation 
Diploma. Most students earn seven or eight credits a 
year, and their diplomainfouryears. 

To earn an Honour Graduation Diploma, which is 
needed to get into most universities, a student is - 
required to complete six honour levelorYear5 
courses. Most students earn these additional credits | 
_ during their fifth year in a secondary school, but la | 
possible to earn some of them earlier. Birk ’ 

In any case, the amount of time it takes to earn | 
credits isn’t the most important consideration. “a 
_ Acredit is awarded when a student successfully 4 
‘completes a course that would normally require — 
between 110 and 120 hours of classroom study. It 
the work is done successfully in less time, the school | 
principal may award the credit early. But a student 
who needs more time to do the work successfully — 
can still earn the credit. The important thing is. 

completing the work muita tc how long it 
takes to do it. : 


Who decides which pace a pe will ake? . 
Students and their parents do, because they are in 
the best position to judge what programs should be 
taken in light of the individual’s abilities, interests 
and goals. But there are some requirements. — 

All secondary school courses are now grouped in 
four major categories: Communications, Socialand _ 
Environmental Studies, Pure and Applied Sciences, 
and Arts. Every student must earn at least three cred- 
its in each of these categories to obtain a Secondary - 
School Graduation Diploma. © 

There’s a good reason for this regulation. It's to 
make sure that every student receives a well- 
rounded education, and that all of the basics are © 
covered. | 

There is one other requirement for students who 
began their secondary school programs after 
September, 1974. Four credits in English Studies and 
two credits in Canadian Studies must also be 
included among the 27 credits required for the 
diploma. 

But within these major areas of study, there are 
many individual courses to choose from. These are 
the choices that enable a student to tailor his or her 


educational program to fit individual interests and ; 
; goal Ss. vk : IB Dh tay 
How do you make the best disine of Wbiselad: ate 
_ Talking with teachers, principals, and Pierce. Weare 
- counsellors is one good way. Eventhough the © 
_ choice of individual subjects is up to parents and 


students, teachers and principals have an Saselien is 


to offer advice on the combination of subjects et 
_ will best prepare their students to meet Pepe ual 
career goals. 


Most schools also make this kind of information ie 


: é available in school calendars or special brochures. 


Students and parents should study these recom- __ i whe 
mendations carefully, because it 4g Hele ae nah Tha ee 


i ‘cla to make the une choices. 


~ Won’t most students avoid the traditional subjects. 
--underthenewsystem? 
_ Notat all. Experience has proven that ‘subjects like | 


_ Mathematics actually attract more students than they teas 
used to, and that others, like Geography, are attract- At 
-_ ing almost as many. Most students make sound and _ 


ie ihe advice of teachers and pees, 


nee Then new cavaern is different (ron tl 16 kind of high 
_ school education you and | remember—but thatis 
- how it should be. The world is different. ve 
The most important thing we can give today’ Ss 


responsible choices based on personal career BRE, : ee : 


"young people is an open approach to learning. We re R ee ane 
must show them how to learn so they can cope with uly 


change. We must continue to give them the basic — 


skills they will need, but we must also broaden their ; 
_ horizons and insights. Finally, we mustencourage sss 
them to make the most of sper individual enn Benge 


:} and capabilities.- 
The new system is helping 16 do fish that. 


Regional offices of the Ontario ity Educa ae ee 


: nen are located in the following cities: 
a lp Geen st T] aston ey: 
Sudbury (566-3480) _ 
North Bay (474-7210) 
London (472-1440) — 
_ Waterloo (885-0440) | 
_ St. Catharines (684-1123) 
- Willowdale (Toronto ae APES 
tab Sch? SURINGStON: LBOG SET) i 
Ottawa (225-2230) 


